
Lylantse Plein 1 Box 189
2908 LH Capelle aid IJssel

The Netherlands
Phone: 31 (0) 10442 4458

Fax: 31 (0) 104504752
insoections@acteur.uscg.mil

MARINE SAFETY INFORMATION BULLETIN (MSm) 02-03

February 7, 2003

REPORTING OF MARINE CASUALTIES

U.s. Coast Guard ActivitieslMarine Inspection Office Europe is responsible for U.S. Marine Safety
functions throughout Europe, Aftica and the Middle East. Within the past year this office has
learned of several cases where vessel masters have either failed to report marine casualties or have
failed to report marine casualties in a timely manner. The purpose of this notice is to remind
masters of the regulatory requirements to report marine casualties to the U.S. Coast Guard.

Who does this MSm apply to?
This MSIB applies to all u.s. flagged vessels that are involved in a marine casualty (see 46 CFR
4.03-1) while operating in the waters of Europe, Africa or the Middle East.

What is a reportable marine casualty?
A reportable marine casualty is a casualty that must be reported to the U.S. Coast Guard. These
casualties are defined by 46 CFR 4.05-1. Some typical reportable marine casualties are collisions,
groundings, heavy weather damage, fires, steering or propulsion failures, any damage affecting the
seaworthiness or fitness for service, property damage over $25,000, any injury requiring
professional medical treatment, and any loss of life.

If a Reportable Marine Casualty occurs, when must I notify the U.S. Coast Guard?
There are two notification requirements for reportable marine casualties. First, immediately after
addressing the resultant safety concerns, the owner, agent, master, operator, or person in charge
must notify the U.S. Coast Guard, by the most expedient means available (phone, fax, or email).
This initial notification must include at least the following information: the vessel's name and
official number, the name of the vessel's owner or agent, the nature and circumstances of the
casualty, the location where the casualty occurred, the nature and extent of any injuries, and the
damage to property. Second, within five days afthe casualty the owner, agent, master, operator, or
person in charge must file a written report of the marine casualty with the U.S. Coast Guard.
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How can I notify U.S. Coast Guard Activities/Marine Inspection Office Europe?
You may contact this office by phone at (31)( 1 0)-442-4458, fax (31)( 1 0)-450-4752, or by sending
notice using the following email address insoections(W,acteur.uscg.mil. For Military Sealift
Command or other u.S. Government-chartered vessels that have concerns about the security of
classified information, the details of these reports may also be filed via secure communications
channels using either SIPRNET or the STU III. In order to arrange secure communications, please
contact our office first via the commercial means provided above.

As a reminder, our main office is only opening during normal business hours. Should you need to
contact us outside normal business hours, you can either leave a message on the answering machine
or dial the 24-hour emergency number provided by our voice mail message. If you must leave a
message, we request that you provide a means to contact the vessel or agent.

The 24-hour emergency number must be used to report any of the following marine casualties: I or
more deaths; seriously disabling injuries for more than 2 persons; other injuries of more than 6
persons; a major fire or flooding incident; a vessel collision, allision, or hard-grounding that may
require the U.s. Coast Guard to perform a damage survey.

How should I make written notification to the U.S. Coast Guard?
Written marine casualty reports must be filed using the Coast Guard Standard CG-2692, and the
CG-2692B fonus. These fonus are available from this office or can be down loaded at
htto://www.usc!!.miVdl /units/ acteur/Reoortin!!MarineCasualties.htm.

To mail the reports please use the following addresses:
Mailed from the United States
United States Coast Guard
Activities/MIO Europe
Unit 6713, Box 189
APO, AE 09709

Mailed outside the United States
United States Coast Guard
Activities/MID Europe
Lylantse Plein I Box 189
2908 LH Capelle aid Ijssel
The Netherlands

If a written report is filed without delay it can also serve as the immediate notification. While
"without delay" is not defined in the regulations, the Coast Guard interprets this to mean the
minimum time required to prepare a preliminary report with the information immediately on hand
after the incident. These reports must be sent via fax or email to meet the requirement of ' 'without

delay".

What is the penalty for failing to notify the U.S. Coast Guard about a Reportable Marine
Casualty?
Failure to file a timely report may subject the owner, operator, or master to a civil penalty of up to
$25,000.

What can I expect from the U.S. Coast Guard after I report the casualty?
1. This office will provide an acknowledgement of the report.
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2. This office may contact you for additional information or facts that were not included with the
report.

3. This office may send personnel to the vessel to inspect reported damage.
4. This office may send personnel to conduct an investigation.

When is post casualty chemical testing required?
Some reportable marine casualties are classified as serious marine incidents, as defined by 46 CPR
4.03-2. Serious marine incidents require that ALL persons involved in the casualty undergo post-
casualty chemical testing for drugs and alcohol. Examples of serious marine incidents are one or
more deaths, injuries requiring professional medical treatment beyond first aid or rendering
crewmen unfit for duty, damage to any property in excess of$100,000, and actual or constructive
loss of a vessel.

The marine employer shall make a good faith determination as to whether the occurrence currently
is, or is likely to become, a serious marine incident. All personnel directly involved shall be
directed to submit to testing. Chemical testing must be conducted as soon as practical. Urine
specimen and shipping kits must be readily available within 24 hours, if not stocked aboard the
vessel.

For additional information or clarification regarding this Marine Safety Bulletin, please contact
Lieutenant Commander John Mauger at the above number or address.
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